THE    ISLAND    WORLD
of the priest, into the presence of the idols. The
priest then pinched the ears or the tail of the pig
until it made a squeaking noise, when he addressed
the god, saying, ''Here is the offering of such a one
of your jahu" (devotees). A hole was then made
in the pig's ear, a piece of cinet, made of tho fibres
of the cocoa-nut husk, was fastened on it, and the
pig was at liberty until the priest had occasion for
him. In consequence of this mark, which distin-
guished the sacred hog, he was allowed to range
the district at pleasure; and whatever depredations
he might commit, driving him away from the en-
closures into which he had broken, was the only
punishment allowed to be inflicted. Keoroeva's hogs
were not the only ones thus privileged. The same
lenient conduct was observed towards all the sacred
pigs, to whatever idol they had been offered. Tiha,
a female idol, they said, was also held in great
veneration by the people of Maui, and received
nearly the same homage and offerings as Keoroeva.
The people of Ranai, an adjacent island, had a
number of idols, but those best known by the chiefs
with whom I was conversing, were Raeapua and
Kaneapua, two large carved stone images, repre-
senting the deities supposed to preside over the sea,
and worshipped chiefly by fishermen.
Mooarii (king of lizards or alligators), a shark,
was also a celebrated marine god, worshipped by
the inhabitants of Moroki, another island in the
neighbourhood. The chiefs informed me, that on
almost every point of land projecting any distance
into the sea, a temple was formerly erected for his
worship. Several kinds of fish arrive in shoals on
their coast, every year, in their respective seasons.
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